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then let loose whole broadsides. The wind was
so light that despite her sails5 she still moved
slowly, and meanwhile received the concentrated
fire of nine enemy ships. Her main-topmast
crashed over the side with a tangle of sails and
rigging and fifty of her crew were killed or
wounded. Had the enemy been better experi-
enced she might have been a wreck in ten minutes.
Villeneuve now made sail in the Bucentaure
and closed the gap between himself and the
Santissima Trinidad., so that Xelson was forced to
take the Victory to starboard in the hopes of cutting
through under the Bucentaure''$ stern. Captain
Lucas, however, commanding the RedoutabU. next
astern the Bucentaure, saw the danger and made
sail to close the next gap. It was now or never
and at 12.30 the Victory smashed through between
the stern of the Bucentaure and the bows of the
Redoutable, raking each of them from end to end,
with double and treble-shotted guns, fired at a
range of a few feet exactly as the target came
level. The Redoutable lost 400 men from this first
terrible broadside and was driven to leeward by
the impact with the Victory's hull, the two ships
remaining locked together for some considerable
time.
Captain Lucas determined to take the Victory
by boarding. He ceased fire with his lower-deck
guns, ordered the gun ports to be closed and
held the gun crews ready as boarders, while he
prepared the way for them by opening a heavy
covering fire of musketry and grenades on the
Victory's upper-works from his own tops and upper
works. The range was point blank and the tops
swarming with men, so that in a few minutes